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A Congregational Development Insight – 
New Life in Christ has come to us through the sacrifice that was made on our behalf by God, whose son, Jesus, died on a cross and was raised from the dead.  This sacrifice was made on our behalf so that we might have forgiveness of sins and receive the promise of eternal life in the presence of God.  This month we mark Easter on our calendars when we celebrate Jesus’ victory over death, but we as followers of Jesus celebrate Easter every day.  We are Easter people!

In return for all that God has done and all that God has provided, how do we say thank you?  Do we say thank you by giving – our time to others who have needs; our talents and abilities in service and worship; our resources in support of the ministries of our church?  Do we make a point of sharing with others the Good News of New Life in Christ?  As Easter people, we need to give in thanksgiving and we need to give generously in response to God’s generosity.  Blessed Easter!
… then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name.  Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  Hebrews 13.15-16
Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe …  Hebrew 12.8
Give and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap.  For the measure you give will be the measure you get back.  Luke 6.38

COMING EVENTS for ABC/OHIO CONGREGATIONS.
· March 28-29 – Church Leadership Conference “Experience the Outflow:  Everyday Outreach for Everyday People” The conference will feature Dave Ping, co-author of the book Outflow, and Executive Director of Equipping Ministries International. (David is from Cincinnati.) More than 130,000 pastors, missionaries, and volunteer church leaders have been equipped to reach out more effectively from David Ping’s training. There is children’s programming provided as a part of this event and pastors, spouses and leaders are all encouraged to come.  

Registration materials and information are posted online at www.abc-ohio.org   Put this on your calendar – you’ll want to be in Columbus at the Karl Road Baptist Church for this event. 
· April 22-25 – Fanning the Flame – a national pastors’ renewal conference at the Green Lake Conference Center.  Included will be inspiring worship, workshops taught by cutting-edge practitioners, and fellowship with national ABC leaders and pastors.  Scholarships are available from ABC-USA National Ministries.  ABC-Ohio is one of 12 sponsoring Regions. Your ABC-Ohio staff are all planning to attend along with other pastors from across the state.  Encourage your pastor to be a part of this special opportunity.  Information on Fanning the Flame can be found at www.abc-ohio.org 
· May 16-18 – ABCUSA International Ministries – World Mission Conference at the Montgomery Community Church in Cincinnati.  International guests, missionaries, IM staff and music leaders will be there for the weekend to share, and to encourage us all.  Make this event, in our own Region, a “must attend event” for this year.

· Remember Pastoral Search Committees in your prayers:

· Newport Baptist Church – Marietta Assoc.

· First Baptist Church of Zanesville

· First Baptist Church of Martins Ferry – Zoar Assoc

Rev. Dan Taylor – 740-587-0804 – mms4ohio@aol.com www.abc-ohio.org  

Minister of Congregational Development – Southeast 
Your individual financial gift and gifts from your church help to support the ministries we share within ABC/Ohio.  Thank you!
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