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From Rev. Jane Gibbons
 Minister of Congregational Development-North
899 Dickson Parkway, Mansfield, OH  44907-1941  (419) 774-9886

 jgibbonsohio@aol.com
Congratulations to…

· Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church in Lima (Northwestern Association), which celebrated its 17th Anniversary on Sunday, December 16.  Dr. Frank Taylor is pastor of the church.

· Rev. Scott Weaver, who was ordained by the First Baptist Church of Greater Toledo (TAABA) in November.  He has been called to the position of Minister of Christian Family Education at the church.

· Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Kinner, who celebrated their fortieth wedding anniversary on Sunday, November 18 during an open house at the First Baptist Church of Bucyrus (North Central Association).

Welcome to…

· Rev. Mark Click, who has been called as Minister of Congregational Development for the Southwestern area of ABC/Ohio.  Mark has served as pastor of the First Baptist Church of Greenfield, Ohio for more than 20 years and is a former president of ABC/Ohio.  It is with great joy and pleasure that ABC/Ohio welcomes Rev. Click, along with his wife Kathy and their children, to this new place of ministry in our region.  He will begin his work with us on January 15.  Please pray for Mark and Kathy and their family during this time of transition.

Thank you and Farewell to…

· Rev. Alvin Lee and Rev. Rachel Lee, who will conclude their roles as Interim Ministers of Congregational Development for the Southwest area of ABC/Ohio on January 15 as Rev. Mark Click comes to fill the position.  We are grateful for the compassion and skill they have shared with ABC/Ohio in this ministry during the past year and pray that God will bless them as they continue in their retirement.  The Lee’s reside in Germantown, Ohio.

· Rev. Kenneth Durtsche, pastor of the Fair Park Baptist Church in Marion (Marion Association), who retired on January 1.  He and his wife Sue will continue to reside in Marion.


Upcoming Dates to Remember…

· February 8-9 - ABC/Ohio Board of Regional Ministries Retreat.  Please pray for our board as they orient new members and prepare for ministry in 2008.

· February 3-9 – Hurricane Katrina Recovery Work Mission Trip to Biloxi, Mississippi.  Rev. Marvin Haught, Pastor of the Brandon Baptist Church (Mohican Association) and Disaster Relief Coordinator for the American Baptist Men of Ohio, is recruiting workers for the mission trip.  The cost is $250 per person.  Please contact Rev. Haught at the church: 740-393-6458 if you are interested in participating.  And please pray for the workers as they travel and serve.

· February 10 – Marion Association’s Sandra Heizer Festival of Praise, Trinity Baptist Church in Marion.

· February 22-24 – ABC/Ohio American Baptist Youth Convention at Heartland Conference Retreat Center.  Watch the ABC/Ohio website and your church’s mail for details and registration information.

· April 22-25 – Fanning the Flame, a National Pastors’ Renewal Conference for American Baptist pastors, to be held at the Green Lake Conference Center in Green Lake, Wisconsin.  ABC/Ohio is one of the cooperating regions for this conference.  Visit the ABC/Ohio web site for information and registration materials: www.abc-ohio.org

More Than a Week ‘08

The National Gathering of American Baptist Youth

July 5-11, 2008

Estes Park, Colorado

Sponsored by National Ministries, ABC/USA

www.morethanaweek.org
Speakers include:

Duffy Robbins, professor of youth ministry at Eastern University
Dr. Yamina Apolinaris, executive director of Corporacion Milagros del Amor
(Miracles of Love)

Rev. Emmett Dunn, youth department director, Baptist World Alliance
Shane Claiborne, author of Irresistible Revolution, and a dynamic circus performer

Rev. Eboni Marshall, youth minister and director of Youth on the Move in Harlem

For more information, check the website above or call 1-800-ABC3USA ext: 2484

NORTH AREA NOTES


Marion, Mohican, North Central, Northwestern and Toledo Associations


American Baptist Churches of Ohio


January 2008














