
For two months, I’ve been answering the question - “Why are you leaving a fruitful and beloved ministry of nearly 19 years?”  People’s typical conclusions have ranged from it being a promotion to a desire to relocate closer to family.  The real reason is far more wonderful, it’s the result of God’s call.

God does still call men and women into specific fields of service.  Twenty-seven years ago, God touched my heart and called me into full-time professional ministry.  I was a young eighteen year old and the future would require years of preparation for service, but God had begun a new thing in my life.

Even in those early days of preparation the Holy Spirit had given me a passion for Christ’s Church.  I was thrilled with the idea of being called into pastoral ministry.  I was intimidated by the educational and vocational hurdles that lay ahead of me, but all those challenges shrank in comparison to the prospect of serving Christ and His Church.

God is still calling His Church into mission.  “During the night a vision appeared to Paul: a Macedonian man was standing and pleading with him,’ Cross over to Macedonia and help us!’” (Acts 16:9).  Christ’s vision for His Church hasn’t changed.  Jesus calls us from the world, transforms us, and then sends us back out into the world to proclaim the good news, share His love, and be light in the darkness.

I believe that God is anxious to do a new thing in the life and mission of the American Baptist Churches.  2008 holds many wonderful opportunities for drawing closer to Jesus Christ and allowing the Holy Spirit to position us to be used by God to reach the lost, confused, and hurting of our world.

I pray that we can partner together in mission as we follow Christ into the world and impact our communities for the kingdom.

Rev. Mark Click

ABC/Ohio Minister of Congregational Development

4215 Ryan Court

Hamilton, Ohio 45011

(513) 737-8779

Upcoming Events:
Dayton Area Baptist Association -
Executive Committee Meeting at First Baptist Church,

Dayton on April 8, 2008 at 12 noon.

Board of Trustees Meeting at Shroyer Road Baptist Church

Dayton on April 17 at 7:00 p.m.

Miami Association -
Moderator’s Dinner on March 11 at 7:00 p.m.  Location to

be announced.  Rev. Mark Click will be the guest speaker.

Western Association -
Discipleship Banquet on March 9 at 6:00 p.m. in St. Paris.

Rev. Mark Click will be the guest speaker.

Upper Miami Valley Baptist Men’s Fellowship

on April 7.

American Baptist Churches of Ohio -
Leadership Conference on March 28-29 with

Dave Ping, co-author of the book entitled Outflow about

Servant Evangelism.

2008 Mission Conference in Ohio.

This event is being planned by ABC/USA International Ministries,

ABC/OHIO and Montgomery Community Baptist Church.

This conference will be from May 16-18 at MCBC.

Please keep the following congregations & search committees in prayer:
Church of Matthew 25, Cincinnati - Pastor

Fellowship of Mercy, Independence, KY - Co-Pastor

First Baptist, Greenfield - Pastor

First Baptist, Jamestown - Pastor

Heritage Community, Cincinnati - part-time Director of Children/Youth Ministry

Mount Washington Baptist, Cincinnati - Pastor

Mt. Zion Baptist of Woodlawn, Cincinnati - Pastor

St. Clair Ave. Baptist, Hamilton - Pastor

Sugar Creek Baptist, Washington C.H. - Pastor

The ministry of your Minister of Congregational Development, as well as other mission endeavors is made possible by your faithful and generous mission support of America for Christ, United Mission, and ABC/Ohio Specifics.
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