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‘You Can Make A Difference’

‘You Can Make A Difference’ is the theme for the 2008 ABC/OHIO American Baptist Youth Convention which will be held February 22-24 at the Heartland Conference Center located in Marengo, Ohio. The theme is based on Romans 12:1-2.

Keynote speaker is Rev. David Easter, pastor of New Hope Baptist Church in Parkersburg, West Virginia. David began his ministry as a youth pastor and served in that capacity for many years. In high school he was recognized as a football ‘All-American’ and attended Wheaton College before graduating from Marshall University.

Our ‘Praise & Worship’ Leader is Jared Mahone. Jared has been involved with our ABY Youth Convention for many years as well as working with our ABC/OHIO summer camps. He is pursuing independent music fulltime with the release of his first EP entitled ‘THATCitYSCAPE.’

Saturday night will feature a concert with Red Sky Night based out of Beckley, West Virginia.

Registration information has been mailed to all ABC/OHIO churches. Additional information may be obtained by contacting the Region Office at 740-587-0804, Bob Cassady at bcassady@abc-ohio.org or our website at www.abc-ohio.org.

Of Special Interest…

Congratulations to Rev. Peter McCurdy, who was installed as pastor of First Baptist Church on Sunday, January 20, 2008

Blessings and Best Wishes to Rev. David McFarland who is now serving as pastor of First Baptist Church in McKee’s Rocks, Pa. David served as pastor of North Park Baptist Church in Warren for 8 years.

Congratulations to Rev. Joe Parrott, who was ordained by Sawmill Baptist Church (Columbus Baptist Association) on Sunday, January 27, 2008.

This year’s ABC/OHIO Church Leadership Conference will be held on March 28-29, 2008 at Karl Road Baptist Church in Columbus. Rev. Dave Ping, co-author of ‘Outflow’ will be the keynote speaker for the event. 

Filling The Squares of Life…

I am currently reading a new book by John Ortberg (The Life You’ve Always Wanted) entitled ‘When The Game Is Over It All Goes Back In The Box.’ The book looks at what it takes to really win at the game of life.

Ortberg uses the concept of a game board to make many of his points. He reminds us that the game board you and I play comes in the shape of a calendar. 
The calendar is filled with squares, with each square another day. We live one square at a time.  He shares the following quote from a wise Dutchman by the name of Lewis Smedes…
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The reality is that we are all square fillers. What is it that we do with our life that fills the squares? As you look at the content of your squares, what do they reflect as being the priorities of your life? Where does God fit in…your wife…your  husband…your family…your church…? What changes perhaps need to be made? 

Smedes reminds us there are two distinct possibilities for our last square – one where everything will be dark and the other an opening into a new world where God will set everything right. For those of us with a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as Lord & Savior, we will enter into His presence. 

A simple reminder….Fill your squares wisely!
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I bought a brand-new date book yesterday, the kind I use every year—spiral-bound, black imitation leather covers wrapped around pages and pages of blank boxes. Every square has a number to tell me which day of the month I’m in at that moment. Every square is a frame for one episode of my life. Before I’m through with the book, I will fill the squares with the classes I teach, people with whom I ate lunch, everlasting committee meetings I sit through, and these are only the things I cannot afford to forget. I fill the squares too with things I do not write down to remember: thousands of cups of coffee, some lovemaking, some praying, and, I hope, gestures of help to my neighbors. Whatever I do, it has to fit inside one of those squares on my date book. I live one square at a time. The four lines that make up the box are the walls of time that organize my life. Each box has an invisible door that leads to the next square. As if by silent stroke, the door opens and I am pulled through, as if by a magnet, sucked into the next square in line. There I will again fill the time frame that seals me—fill it with my busy-ness just as I did the square before. As I get older, the squares seem to get smaller. One day I will walk into a square that has no door. There will be no mysterious opening and no walking into an adjoining square. One of those squares will be terminal. I do not know which square it will be.











