
From Rev. Jane Gibbons
 Minister of Congregational Development-North
899 Dickson Parkway, Mansfield, OH  44907-1941  (419) 774-9886

 jgibbonsohio@aol.com
Upcoming Dates to Remember…

· Friday, April 4 – Marion Association New Member Celebration Banquet, celebrating this year’s new members in Marion Association churches, will be held at All Occasions in Waldo.  Reservations may be made through any Marion Association church.

· Sunday, April 6 – Mohican Association Spring Rally at the First Baptist Church of Mount Vernon.   Rev. Vincent Harris, American Baptist race track chaplain, will be the featured speaker.  Trustees meet at 3 p.m. followed by the Rally at 4 p.m.  A youth program is also planned for the day.  Reservations may be made through the pastor of any Mohican Association church.

· Sunday, April 20 – Toledo Area American Baptist Association Spring Rally at the First Baptist Church of Greater Toledo.  Reservations may be made through a TAABA church.

· April 22-25 – Fanning the Flame, a National Pastors’ Renewal Conference for American Baptist pastors, to be held at the Green Lake Conference Center in Green Lake, Wisconsin.  ABC/Ohio is one of the cooperating regions for this conference.  Visit the ABC/Ohio web site for information and registration materials: www.abc-ohio.org.
· May 16-18 – ABC/USA Board of International Ministries Missions Conference, hosted by the American Baptist Churches of Ohio and the Montgomery Community Baptist Church in Cincinnati.  Mark your calendars now and watch for conference information and registration information in your church’s mail and on the ABC/Ohio website.  This national conference will feature American Baptist Missionaries who will come to our part of the country to tell the stories of their ministries throughout the world. 

· Also hold the dates for these upcoming ABC/Ohio events… American Baptist Women’s Ministries of Ohio Annual Conference, June 5-6 at Heartland Conference Retreat Center… ABC/Ohio Mission Conference, Labor Day Weekend at Heartland Conference Retreat Center… ABC/Ohio Annual Gathering, October 16-18 in Columbus.

Please pray for…

· Face to Face, a placement and interview event for Pastoral Search Committees of churches seeking pastors and pastors seeking new places of ministry, May 2-3 in Indianapolis, IN.  The event is sponsored by ABC/Ohio, ABC of the Great Rivers Region, ABC/Indiana-Kentucky, and ABC/Michigan.  Please pray for the search committees and pastors from Ohio who will attend.  Pastors and search committees who are interested in attending from our area should contact Rev. Jane Gibbons (jgibbonsohio@aol.com) for information and registration materials.

· Youth and their adult chaperones who will be attending More Thank a Week—the ABC/USA National Gathering of American Baptist Youth in Estes Park, Colorado, July 5-11, 2008.  Youth from several North Area churches will be participating.  This conference always leads to many decisions to follow Jesus Christ as disciples and servants in ministry.  Please pray for the hearts of our youth to be prepared for God’s work among them.  For more information about the conference, see www.morethanaweek.org.

· ABC/Ohio’s American Baptist Men’s Disaster Relief Team members and others who will be participating in the 2008 Baptist Blitz Build with Habitat for Humanity in Baton Rouge Louisiana April 28 through May 17.  Volunteers are still being recruited for one-week responsibilities.  For additional information, please contact Rev. Marvin Haught in Ohio at mlhaught@juno.com. For a detailed information packet; please contact Victoria Goff, National Coordinator of Volunteer Ministries, ABC/USA at 1-800-ABC3USA.
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