
ARE YOU A MISSIONAL CHURCH?

Milfred Minatrea says that "missional churches are breathing new life into the Body of Christ." Missional churches go beyond themselves to be what the church was meant to be...to do mission, not just give to missions. Some of our churches are becoming missional and experiencing new vitality because of their new emphasis.

In July 2007, ten members of First Baptist Church, Middletown, (Associate Pastor Carol McCleary) participated in a mission trip to Murrow Indian Children’s Home in Muscogee, OK. Murrow Children’s Home provides care for Native American children who are deprived of normal family care for various reasons. While there, the mission team from FBC assisted with grounds keeping and general maintenance, organized craft supplies, packed school bags, and prepared a children’s garden. They also planned special recreational activities for the children, including teaching them to play choir chimes and spending a day at a nearby water park. Team leader Kristen Adkins says, "The children there are so precious, you just want to do more and more for them. Once you go, they just pull on your heartstrings." 

A group from Tabernacle Baptist Church, Chillicothe will be traveling to the Ukraine in October. This is an ongoing mission effort in evangelism and church planting. This church has planted seven new churches in the Ukraine. Pastor Steve Schmidt says this mission ministry has "made people aware that God can do greater things than they thought possible."

The destination of another October, 2007 mission trip is the Dominician Republic. A group of sixteen people from three Miami Baptist Association churches (Wyoming, Linwood, and Columbia, Cincinnati) will be welcomed by the Eternal Life Baptist Church in San Jaun de le Maguana. This Hispanic church was founded in 1998 by a mission trip led by Chuck and Ruth Fox in the first mission trip from Wyoming Baptist Church. The Wyoming church has continued a sister relationship with the Dominican Republic church ever since and go there on a mission trip about every two years. About one hundred people now worship in this young church which now reaches out with their own mission to the community. One of their current outreach ministries is to care for an orphanage for boys. 

The Miami Association churches will take supplies including clothing, school supplies, and toiletries. In previous trips they have helped build the church and the parsonage. This time they will help with building a fence. Pastor Steve Cummins says one of the most positive results from this missional relationship with brothers and sisters in the Dominican Republic is that "it makes mission come alive for our churches. You don’t have to be a big church to do a big mission."

King’s Way Community Church, in Mason, led by Pastor Adam Metzger, has been talking about the missional church and the need for them to go where they need to go to see how God can use them. The last week of July a group of eleven people went from this church to work with Habitat for Humanity in Biloxi, Mississippi. They worked on two houses. On one of these they were able to work with the actual homeowner who is a single mother with a five-year old daughter. Prior to Katrina, she had a job and a home, but Katrina hit and took everything except her child. 

Marlene Evans, one of the members of this mission team said this trip "gave all of them an opportunity to see God at work." She shared the fact that some of the group felt inadequate. They suffered from heat, fatigue, and anxiety but she declared, "God just used our efforts and supplied everything we needed in miraculous ways." 

One of the new friends they met and worked with was a Mexican plumber whom one of their group was able to lead to the Lord. Another member of their mission team had been minimally involved with the church prior to the trip. She was amazed at how God had used her and came back with a new-found passion for working for the Lord.

It is especially significant that this struggling congregation is becoming missional because they are themselves in a very dire situation financially and face hard decisions regarding their life as a church. In spite of these difficulties, they have chosen to focus outward instead of focusing on themselves. 

These are just a few of the significant missional efforts carried out by some of our churches in recent months. If your church has participated in a mission trip, please share it with us so that it may encourage others to become more focused on becoming a missional church. 

Celebrations and Concerns

We continue to keep Steve Schmidt in our prayers. Steve had open heart surgery (four by-passes) on August 29. He is now recuperating at home and doing very well.

A dedication service is being planned for the newly built Life Center at Tabernacle Baptist Church, Chillicothe, for the second Sunday of November.

On September 30, First Baptist Church, Lebanon, celebrated their long history and ministry in their closing service of worship. They have been faithful in their commitment to mission, so it is appropriate and significant that they have given their building to the Miami Association with the understanding that the proceeds from the sale of property may continue to be used for mission purposes. 

Welcome

We welcome the following new pastors to our region.
Stewart Clarke is the new pastor of Bethel Baptist Church, Bethel. Stewart began his duties on September 2. We also welcome his wife, Yesie and daughter, Isabelle, (2 years old).

An installation service was held for Vernon "Pete" Hood, new pastor of Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, Saint Paris, on Sunday, September 16. Pete and his wife, Susan, came from New York to begin their ministry here in the spring of this year.

Peter Fowler has begun his ministry as Interim Pastor of Memorial Baptist Church, Dayton.

KEEP THESE CONGREGATIONS and SEARCH COMMITTEES IN PRAYER :

Church of Matthew 25, Cincinnati, Pastor.

First Baptist Church, Yellow Springs, Pastor.

Heritage Community Church, Cincinnati, Part-time Director Children/Youth Ministry.

Mt. Zion Baptist Church of Woodlawn, Cincinnati, Pastor

St. Clair Avenue Baptist Church, Hamilton, Pastor.

Sugar Creek Baptist Church, Washington Court House, Pastor.
Remember, the ministry of this insert and the ministry of your Minister of Congregational Development, as well as many mission endeavors are made possible by your generous support of the America for Christ Offering, United Mission, and ABC/OHIO Specifics.

Revs. Alvin and Rachel Lee

7620 Conservancy Road, Germantown, OH 45327 937-855-2624 email: arlee2@woh.rr.com
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