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A Congregational Development Insight – 
Are you planning to attend the ABC/OHIO Annual Gathering, October 18-20, at the Cincinnati Marriott Northeast in Mason, OH?  The theme, Servant Leaders: Called – Anointed – Sent, will be woven through times of worship and the presentations by the speakers.  This event will be uplifting, inspirational, educational and filled with times for gathering as the American Baptist family here in Ohio.  One of our missionaries from Ohio, Kimberly Jo Brown, will be speaking at both the American Baptist Women’s Ministries luncheon and the Mission Banquet.  Kim’s story of how God is working among school children, a tribal health education program, women and children with AIDS and all those who work with them in Thailand is amazing to hear.  Plan to share time with her and learn of ways to help make a difference.  
I am also anticipating the time to share with Dr. Milfred Minatrea, our keynote speaker for the three days.  He will be speaking and will be available for conversations with those attending.  He is the author of Shaped by God’s Heart – The Passion and Practices of Missional Churches.  The book reveals that it’s not the church’s activity level that defines success but whether its activities accomplish God’s missions for His church.  Reading it provides ministers and church leaders the encouragement to move beyond mere survival and maintenance toward a thriving missional mode for their congregations.  OK, are you interested in getting this book yet?  Minatrea writes that there are nine essential practices of Missional Churches and he devotes a chapter to each one.  Here are a few titles – 

· Teach to Obey Rather Than to Know

· Live Apostolically

· Expect to Change the World

· Measure Growth by Capacity to Release, Not Retain

· Place Kingdom Concerns First

I know that you will want to be a part of the ABC/OHIO family gathered to worship, celebrate, and learn together.  Information is at your church or online at www.abc-ohio.org 

CALENDAR ITEMS
Sunday, October 14 – 
· Cambridge Association meeting at the Old Cambridge Baptist Church

· Marietta Association meeting at the Porterfield Baptist Church.  
TRANSITIONS
· Rev. Marvin Sallee has retired as the senior pastor of the Vinton Baptist Church in Rio Grande Association and will continue on the staff as the Discipleship Pastor.  
· Mr. Chester Hess has been called as the Lead Pastor of the Vinton Baptist Church.
· Mr. Vinton Rankin is serving as the interim pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church in Rio Grande.  
· Mr. Timothy Flanagan has been called to the Oakfield Baptist Church in the Zanesville Association.
· Mr. Eric Leeson has been called as the Youth/Associate Pastor at the Porterfield Baptist Church in the Marietta Association.  

Remember Pastoral Search Committees in your prayers:

· Newport Baptist Church – Marietta Assoc.

· Torch Baptist Church – Marietta Assoc.

· Calvary Baptist Church – Rio Grande Assoc.
· First Baptist Church of Zanesville
· First Baptist Church of Martins Ferry – Zoar Assoc.
Rev. Dan Taylor – 740-587-0804 – mms4ohio@aol.com www.abc-ohio.org  
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