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ABC/OHIO 2007 Annual Gathering

There’s still time to register for the 2007 ABC/OHIO Annual Gathering which will be held at the Cincinnati Marriott Northeast located in Mason, Ohio. Dates of the Annual Gathering are Thursday, October 18th – Saturday, October 20th. Information packets including registration information have been mailed to your churches. You may also obtain information by contacting the Region Office at 740-587-0804 or by going to our website at www.abc-ohio.org.

Keynote speaker for this year’s event will be Rev. Dr. Milfred Minatrea, who wrote the book ‘Shaped By God’s Heart,’ which is being used in the Region’s Rise Up & Build ministry. Dr. Minatrea will be speaking at both evening services as well as several times during the day on Friday and Saturday. Thursday evening’s worship service will include an Association Choir under the direction of Debbie Cummins. Friday’s service will include a liturgical dance team and worship choir from Mt. Zion Baptist Church of Woodlawn.

Plan now to join us for this important gathering of our ABC/OHIO family.

Holy Redemption Missionary Baptist Church

Holy Redemption Missionary Baptist Church is a new church being started by Rev. Robert Y. Goff, Senior Pastor located at 1640 Lonsdale Road in Columbus. Rev. Goff is a former moderator of the Columbus Baptist Association. 

The new church is in need of numerous items including Bibles, Sunday School Material, folding chairs, a communion set. Also needed is financial support as well as individuals who will assist in making contacts in the neighborhood.

If you can help, please contact Rev. Goff.


 

Worship That Works…

I think it is safe to say that most of us have experienced worship services that were truly wonderful as well as others that were, shall we say, less than meaningful. Some worship experiences have been tedious, while others have been grand. While there are certainly many discussions, debates, and wars over styles of worship – traditional, contemporary, blended, or something else…can we at least agree we would like to find ‘worship that works.’

In the September/October 2007 issue of Net Results, Paul Nixon, an ordained United Methodist minister offers 5 suggestions regarding ‘worship that works.’

1) Worship That Works Engages – simply put, it gets people’s attention. What reaches one age group may/may not reach another; therefore we need to match our style to our context. This relates to styles of music, teaching, praying, and sacraments. 

2) Worship That Works Evangelizes – we need to make sure that we communicate the essence of the Gospel every week. It is not simply something to be mentioned, but told over and over again. Faith stories about how Christ is at work in our lives encourages people to want to meet Him and get to know Him.

3) Worship That Works Edifies – edification is about building people up. Life beats people up 6 days a week. Worship ought not to be a continuation of the same thing they experience during the week. This does not mean we minimalize the call of Christ to discipleship, but rather challenge people through a spirit of hopefulness. Worship should be about what we can become through Jesus Christ!

4) Worship That Works Equips – we need theology and theory, but we also need practical life-coaching in relationship building, forgiveness, serving, trusting, tithing, prayer and much, much more. For certain, we cannot do all of this through worship, but we can wet the appetite. What can we give people that draws them closer to God?

5) Worship That Works Energizes – for certain, this energy should come from the Spirit of God, not simply from the praise band. Worship should lead people into the presence of God. As this happens God’s Spirit begins to work in both predictable and unpredictable ways. There is an energy and excitement that comes only form an encounter with God.

Notice I have suggested nothing about worship style, size of congregation or type of music. What I suggested is a review of what you are doing to see what might be appropriate for you to implement and or enhance worship that works.
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