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CELEBRATIONS

New Hope Baptist Church (recently merged Lincoln Park and Pleasant Run), Cincinnati, has been recognized as a New Life 2010 church by National Ministries of ABC/USA. This church has provided 350 elementary school students with supplies. Additionally, they have started a ministry to the homeless in Cincinnati, feeding 150-250 people each week. They got around eight homeless people into housing and helped several find jobs. New Hope, led by Pastor Larry Bussard, is moving toward becoming a missional church.

.

Lena Baptist Church, under the leadership of Rev. Phil Shumm, is involved in the ABC/OH initiative, Rise Up and Build. During the past two years, they have studied and worked toward transformation as part of becoming more missional. They held special services Oct. 21-24, led by Co-Interim Ministers of Congregational Development Revs. Alvin and Rachel Lee.

One of the missional ministries of the Lena Baptist Church is led by Kathy Wilson who has a deep commitment to the Kairos prison ministry and a 12 step Bible study in the Ohio Reformatory for Women (ORW), Marysville, OH. Kathy leads the weekly Recovery Bible study and has also enlisted women of the church to bake cookies which are taken to the prison for the inmates for the Bible study and the Kairos week-end meetings. Prayer is a big part of this ministry. The cookie bakers pray over the cookies and each prisoner is prayed for by name before the Kairos team goes into the prison. Kairos means "time," and this is God’s special time for these incarcerated women. For many of them, their lives are changed forever by this loving missional ministry.

Tabernacle Baptist Church, Chillicothe, celebrates the completion of their new building with a dedication service on the second Sunday of November. Rev. Steve Schmidt leads this congregation.

Union Baptist Church, Troy, (Pastor Dale Adkins) completed a successful fall revival service held on Oct. 22, 23, 24.  Pastor Daniel Helms, Dir. Family Ministries, Piqua Baptist, was the speaker.  In addition to challenging messages, he and his wife, Nicole, shared special music with the church.  On Wednesday evening, Daniel and Nicole brought the Teen Ministry and Leadership Team from Piqua, (Pastor Don Wells) to join in testimony and song.  It was a wonderful demonstration of God's grace in the lives of those young folks.
AWARDS

The following awards were presented at the ABC/OH Annual Gathering on Thursday, October 18, 2007. We congratulate these two outstanding servant leaders.

The E.B. Hicks Urban Ministry Award was presented to the Rev. Robert E. Bishop. The E.B. Hicks award recognizes an American Baptist pastor or lay leader in Ohio committed to urban ministry and racial reconciliation who has at least ten years of involvement in urban ministry that promotes racial reconciliation. Since 2004, Rev. Bishop has served as the Executive Director of the Dayton Christian Center, one of 19 American Baptist Neighborhood Action Programs supported by gifts to United Mission giving and sponsored by National Ministries, ABC/USA.

The Clayton Pepper Award was given to the Rev. Dr. James Van Zile, pastor of First Baptist Church of St. Paris, OH. The Clayton Pepper Award is given to a pastor committed to long-term service, ten years or more, to small American Baptist Churches in communities with resident populations of approximately 10,000 or less. The ministry of the pastor demonstrates faithful, dedicated, but often unsung work for God’s kingdom. Dr. Van Zile is also Dean of the ABC/OH Leadership Academy and serves on the ABC/OH Personnel Committee. 

KEEP THESE CONGREGATIONS and SEARCH COMMITTEES IN PRAYER :

Church of Matthew 25, Cincinnati, Pastor.

Fellowship of Mercy, Independence, KY, Co-Pastor.

Heritage Community Church, Cincinnati, Part-time Director Children/Youth Ministry.

Mt. Zion Baptist Church of Woodlawn, Cincinnati, Pastor.

St. Clair Avenue Baptist Church, Hamilton, Pastor.

Sugar Creek Baptist Church, Washington Court House, Pastor.

Remember, the ministry of this insert and the ministry of your Minister of Congregational Development, as well as many mission endeavors are made possible by your generous support of the America for Christ Offering, United Mission, and ABC/OHIO Specifics.

Revs. Alvin and Rachel Lee

7620 Conservancy Road, Germantown, OH 45327 937-855-2624 email: arlee2@woh.rr.com
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