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Making Connections
Last week, October 18-20, over 300 clergy, church leaders and members gathered in Mason for ABC/Ohio’s Annual Gathering.  It was a time of great celebration, inspiration, and fellowship.  The Miami Baptist Association hosted this great event and provided hospitality that made everyone feel welcome.  We thank Rev. Karen Helton, Pastor of the Heritage Community Church, and her local arrangements team for all their hard work.

As I reflect on our days together in Mason I think of all the many connections that are made in the hallways, meal settings, and informal conversations.  Relationships are strengthened, ideas are shared, encouragement is given, and new friendships are established.  I appreciate your faithfulness and the ministries you represent.
Connections are critical to our life together as disciples of Jesus Christ and members of congregations who are committed to missional ministry.
In John 15 Jesus uses the imagery of the vine and the branches to illustrate how essential it is that believers be always connected to Him in order to bear spiritual fruit

“Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in me.” (John 15:5)

The word abide is not widely used in our vocabulary in 2007.  Everywhere I go I hear the word connected.  People want to be connected.  Many churches say that their primary mission is to get people connected with God, with one another, and with the world.
It is my privilege to connect with the congregations of the American Baptist Churches of Ohio in many ways.  These connections help establish relationships that strengthen our faith and our ministry efforts.  Let me share with you some of the venues I have connected with churches this fall.

· Ordination services (2)
· Church anniversaries (1)
· New facility dedication service (1)
· Association gatherings (2)
· Clergy support gatherings (1)
· Pastor installation services (5)
· Rise Up & Build Clusters (2)
· Ministry grant presentations (2)
· Pastor retirement celebration (1)
Every opportunity I have to connect with you and your congregation is a meaningful experience.  I am drawn closer to Christ and you whenever I worship among you.  I am made more aware of your wonderful ministries and the challenges you face.  I am learning what ABC/Ohio might do to come along side your church to assist in strengthening your ministry.  Most importantly I realize how much I appreciate the privilege of being your Executive Minister.
We are in the busiest time of the year in church life.  We will soon enter the Thanksgiving and Advent season.  There will be many gatherings and countless holiday programs.  In the midst of all this business don’t fail to connect with the one who gives us life, Jesus Christ.
Rev. Dr. Lawrence O. Swain
American Baptist Churches of Ohio
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