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A Congregational Development Insight – 
The celebration of Christmas is coming and the first Sunday of Advent is December 2.  Advent, that time of waiting the arrival of Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us, for us is a time filled with holiday parties, school and church concerts and buying gifts. So many gifts are purchased to give to the children’s teachers and friends, to work colleagues, to persons who serve us - mail carriers, doctors, and others – and to family members.  We wait for the coming of Jesus into the world by jump starting the economy instead of searching diligently for ways to honor the One who sent Jesus to us.  

Recently I discovered a book that may be helpful for me and also for you as we look for a more joyful Christmas season with a fresh focus.  Bill McKibben in his book, Hundred Dollar Holiday offers some new insights.  The premise of the book, a way to rethink Christmastime so that the obsession with present buying becomes less important, is exactly as the title suggests – limiting the amount of money spent at Christmas to about a hundred dollars per family.
McKibben says, “… when we’d begun thinking about Hundred Dollar Holidays, it was mostly out of concern for the environment and for poor people.  Think of all that wrapping paper, we said, all those batteries, all that plastic.  Think of all those needy people who could be helped if we donated our money to them instead.  Think of all those families who went deep into debt trying to have a ‘proper’ Christmas.”

As important as those issues are as the author and others took their campaign among a group of churches they began to understand why they and others were responding to the idea. It wasn’t because they just wanted a simpler Christmas.  He says, “It was because we wanted a more joyous Christmas.  We were feeling cheated – as if the season didn’t bring with it the happiness we wanted.  We were Christians, and we felt that the story of the birth of this small baby who would become our Savior, a story that should be full of giddy joy, could hardly break through to our hearts amid all the rush and fuss of the season.  Christmas had become something to endure at least as much as it had become something to enjoy – something to dread at least as much as something to look forward to.  The people we were talking to wanted so much more out of Christmas: more music, more companionship, more contemplation, more time outdoors, more love.  And they realized that to get it, they needed less of some other thing: not so many gifts, not so many obligatory parties, not so much hustle.”

He concludes this way, “Don’t do anything that isn’t fun. The point is not to do good, the point is not to save money.  The point is to emerge from Christmas relaxed, contented, happy to have kept this season. To emerge closer to your family than you were when Advent began. To emerge with some real sense that Christ has come into your world”

As you approach this celebration of Christmas this year, I would recommend that you look at it in a new way.  Give one another permission to seek the joy of Christmas and not the commercial cacophony that we routinely hear.  Gather as families and church family to tell stories, to sing carols, to eat together and celebrate Jesus.  Merry Christmas!

On Sunday, December 2, the Lawrence Association churches will gather at the First Baptist Church of Ironton to enjoy sharing Christmas music presented by the churches.

Remember Pastoral Search Committees in your prayers:

· Newport Baptist Church – Marietta Assoc.

· Torch Baptist Church – Marietta Assoc.

· Calvary Baptist Church – Rio Grande Assoc.

· First Baptist Church of Zanesville

· First Baptist Church of Martins Ferry – Zoar Assoc.
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