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I Know A Church That…
One of the things I try to do as your Minister of Congregational Development is look for new, different, and creative ways to effectively do ministry. I also try to connect you with resources in an effort to assist you in becoming the ‘missional’ church God desires you to be. 

In that regard, Net Results magazine has started a new feature with its November/December 2007 Issue entitled I Know a Church that… The feature offers pastors the opportunity to share with readers ‘new, edgy, & cool’ stuff churches are doing. Allow me to share an idea that comes in the current issue…

I know a church that decided to get out of their building as much as possible so they could both see and be seen in the community. They encouraged their pastor to get out of the office and use his cell phone more; to schedule meetings with members at the local coffee shop; and to do his study and sermon preparation at the local bookstore and/or library. The church has gone so far as to schedule all committee meetings in public places and have even held board meetings at a local café. The results have been twofold. First, the number of visitors has increased as members have conversations with folks they had never met before; and second, the committee and board meetings have been much more tame, since they are out in public and their behavior is in view of ‘the world.’

Now, I think I know what some of you are thinking…that’s a stupid idea, it would certainly never fly with our church, I’m not sure I want any of our committees meeting in public. I’m sure there are other justifications for not trying something like this including the infamous ‘But we’ve never done it that way before.’ 

My intention is not necessarily to get you to try the above, although I see strong merit in trying new things. I am trying to get you to think beyond the norm…to get people beyond the 4 walls of the church, thinking of new and creative ways to interface with them. Hopefully this encourages you to ponder how you and your church may interact with ‘community’ around you. By the way, this is a perfect time of the year to try something like this.
Lastly, if you come up with something really creative, send it to me and I will send it to Net Results on your behalf or provide you with the appropriate contact information.

Congratulations to…

Rev. Katie Ann Dillon, who was ordained on Sunday, October 28, 2007 by the First Baptist Church of Alliance. Katie is a graduate of Ashland Theological Seminary where she received her Master of Divinity Degree. The Rev. Dr. John Byron, New Testament Professor at Ashland, shared the ‘Ordination Message’ while the Rev. Dr. Larry Swain, Executive Minister of ABC/OHIO presented the ‘Charge to the Congregation.’ Rev. Gordon Thomas is pastor of the church.

Remember with Love – Give with Gratitude

That’s the theme for the 2007 ‘Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) based on John 13:34-35. The RMMO is a tangible way American Baptist Congregations can honor retired ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses. The offering provides:
-Emergency and other financial assistance, based on financial need; and

-Thank You checks to over 3000 recipients, based on 15 or more years of ABC service.

Offering materials have been sent to our churches. Support this vital offering and remember those who have faithfully served God through various churches and ministry opportunities.

East Livingston Baptist Church – Live Webcasts

East Livingston Baptist Church is currently broadcasting its Sunday morning worship service live on the internet. The website is Christian.tv. The broadcasts are on Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. and are free provided you have a high speed connection. 

Rev. Dr. George Winters, pastor at East Livingston, shares that this ministry began in September, 2007 and that they now have around 40 people logging on from around the world to watch the services. This is another wonderful way people can hear the ‘Good News of Jesus Christ.’
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